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X.

" COMNUNIST PARTIES

Communist parties ia Italy, France, Britain and the US have issued
& rash of statements critioal of present-day Soviet leaders--treat-
ing the world tn rare spectisble of biting hand that has fed them
for forty years. One persistent complaint in all these parties is
samoysuce that good Commmuists were forced to read Ehrushchev's
"secret™ sapesch in copies furnished by the US Goverament.

A. Tw eritiosl remarks all boil down to two guestions which
Noscow is ssked to suswer with a sound “Narxist explamation”:
1. Bow did thess iniquities creep iato the systom whes

sone of ﬂu prosent Soviet leaders wers around?
5. Weat guarantee is there against & recurrence?

B. Toglistti, on 11 June, lashed out: “¥e might believe that,
apart Zrom the impossibility of making a timely alum the
Soviet leaders might at least have been more prudeant in the
public sad solemn mlt&tm of the gualities of this man
(Stalin) with which they had famtlisrised ws. It is trus
that they anow blame themsolves, and this is their great
merit, but undoudtedly part of their prestige is lost in
this criticisn.”

€. Awericas Communist Party statement, on 24 Juwe, said: “¥We
casnot accept an saalysis of such profound mintskes which
attributes thes solely to the @mmm ljguﬂm BL.8
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siugle individual, no matter how -mh arbitrary power he was
sroagly peraitted to uswrp.”

Freuch Communist Party, on 16 Juse, declared: “It is not
right to attribute to Btalin, alone, everything that has
besn negative in the attitude of the Communist Party in the
Sorviet Unioa.”

British Communist Party, oan 22 Jupe, sald: "...ws agree with
smervations of comrade Togliatti mnd the Fremch Communist
Party that it will be ascessary to uske a profound Marxist
annlynis of the causes of the degenerstioa is the fusctiion~
iag of Soviet democracy and party democracy; that it is not
suough to attribute these developments sauiy to the charsc-
tor of one individual; and that a wore adequate estimate of
the role of Sialin, both in its positive and negative aspects,
will be mm"‘

Although oritical, all these statements are put in the context

of admiration and loyalty for the Commusist system snd the USSK,
and sl statements give credit to the present Soviet leadership
for fiaxlly putting the Socislist traim back on the right track,

k.

Their coatent msakes it clear that ths Vostera parties are

sagaged in a common effort to follow the new Communist line
of “differsat roads to socislism,” 1aid down st 30th Party
Cantral theme of all promouncements is "iadependence” of for-
sign Comsunist partiea from Moscow coatrol,
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I3X. This " indspendence” Rovement, now dutiftully baing attempted in a1}
t& parties, places festers Communist parties fn a difticult posi~
tion, particularly ia Italy, where Toglistti'e conrades are already
rasiive, B
4. Tegliatii's probles is;

i, !a uake gestures of goiag to the right, in order to keep
Wemni from oxploiting either his recemt sloctoral success
or the questiocns raised by Ehrushcher's speech;

2. At the mamw time, to stay lef: *aough to avoid complete
disorisatation of bhis party cadres. |

B. FReant is having & field-day, at the “xpanse of the Xremlin,

Two of Bis barbe:

"Of the historical asd military films of Stalis, /Knrushchey?

ssyn that 'Muhntiek" The saag is that on thoss -

filus, oa those books, mwm&aﬂfmmmwm

Nosi vast propagands hoax in m mmory of the world.”

é“ would be abeurd to closs one's oyes to the fact that the

dictatorship of the proletariat aas rescived itself gtato a

dictatorship of the Bolahevik Party, and this, ia tura, iato s

mx dictatorship of 8talin, and thus put itself beyond

the bounds of the prophecies and concepts of the mssters of

focialiom,.”
€. Togliatti‘s nervousness is indicated by his statement on a

;@iﬁc break with Nemui: “¥ith the Socialigt Party we have

achioved a high degree of unity, ostablishing in agreswent with
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it that ‘uaity of action' which remains & fundsmeatal victory

a2 the Italiss working and laboring masses. The whole move-

ment toward Socialism would suffer profoumndly if the ‘unity

of action pact’ should be--I won't say loat, but atteauated

or weakened. @ sare siriving that this should not come about.”

I¥. What are thess Communist lesders trying to sccomplish? As msusl
there is more than ome layer of purpose: '

A. The foreign Communist leaders are in a tough spot in trying
to maintain discipliae and unity in their parties ia the face
of confusion aad uncertaimty within their own rask aad file.

1. They must provide s ratiossle that somehow shows that
the sordid details of Stalin's crimes aad errors are
soupatidble both with basis Communint faith sbout past
achisvemsnts of ths Commmuist system and with 1its future

2. They must show they are mot slavish followers of Noscow,
but legitimate aational party leaders capable of repressat-
ing the views of their follewers, svea Af these are criti-
sal of the USER. '

B. On the other hand, these foreign Communist leaders alsc aske
it clesar they have not repudisted their loyalty to the inter-
sational Communist moveweat.

1. Instead, they are trying to resorieant the foreiga Communist
parties as “legitimate” matiomal political organizations,
sifsotively represeanting local interests rather thasa Soviet
intezests. |
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3. 4s such, these local Communist parties would be suitable
pariners for parliamsstary collaboration with Social
Democrats aad other left groups in “popular froats.™

3. 411 this i» completely in lime with the basic dluweprint
of peaceful coexistence and the parlisseatary road to
Socialism (i.s., Communism) laid down in Moacow at the
Sovist 20th Party Cosgress (February 1858).

€. This situatios will be tough for the Nestera Comsunists for

& tiwe, but the USSR and the local partiss staad to gsim over

the loag haul if they pull off Nescow's loag-term plam of

ontensibly cutting the local parties loose and settiag them up
in buniness ss respectable political crganisations.

1. Ouly time will tell whether the “sew” iundependonce will
pay off and whathor Togliatti, Thores et al will sarvive
the rough ride they are sow taking. '

The Sovist regime is trying such the same game in the Satelliites,

whers coatrols are ostontatiously beiag “loosened” and the former

heretic "aatiomal” Communist, Tito, is being clutched to the Seviet

bonon, ' |

A. This is also » risky game, and there is also wrangling and
eriticism in the Satellites--especially im Poland and Nungary.

B. Noscew is in a stroager position, becauss of the proximity of
Soviet power, to keep this “mew 1lideralisa” in the Satellites

-8 -

e

f TR —
Approved For Release’ 2002/05/07 CIA-RDP79R00890A000700060022-0




Approved For ReIeaW&?‘“;-CIA-RDP79R00890A000700060022-0

within bounds and will probably maintain the ssseatial
oloments of coatrol svem though a few ex-Stalinist
Satellite lesders fall by the wayside in the process.

¥Ii. In Noscow, mut lesders may be speculating, even ks W are,

25X1

over how well they will be able tc masasge this turbuleat process
of change, set im motion when they adopted the "new look" in
HSeviet foreigs policy, repudiated Stalin's many crimes and com-
aittod thewselves to collective leadership, socislist legality,
snd tolerstiom of "different rosde to Socislism.”™
A. They must have thought they could keep the process in

hand.

79R00890A000700060022-0
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¥ii. In say case, this chorus of Western Communist demands for a
Soviet "explanation™ has sot the stage for an authoritstive
Boscow premcuncemsnt--or “Narxist Analysis”--sxpoundiag not only
the ssasures m; or plamned by the preseat Soviet leadership
to prevent a repetition of Stalia's errors but also taking sll
possidle bisme off the present lesders.

4. DBeviet readiness to pronousce on the mmt is isdicsted
by Pravda's 27 Juns repriating of the 18 Jume New York
Baily ¥orker article by Eugene Deaais, coataining his
formulation of the key critical questions: _

1. Dennis asked, first, if any of the pressat Soviet
zmamumuammhmmtumm
botore 5!:&11; died: "Could the evil which was done
have been cut short earlier? Then he posed the
second question: “How great asd how serious are the
changes which have now taken place?”

B. Priatieg of the Denais piece comstitutes the first public
Soviet reference to Khrushchev's "secret” speech, as well
a2 the first publicity to be givem to Westers Communist
eritician.

C. Naving thus wade the matter public, the Soviet leaders can
hardly avoid a direct reply.
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YIZX.1t looks sm 1f & p‘m Communist copclave mus ym:ht in Noscow

right now,
A, Three mewmbers of the politburo of the Freach Communist party
lsft Paris oo 26 Juse for Noscow, to hold talks with Soviet

Ix.

€. 411 of theme leaders ¥ill probably be gives defisitive s»-
swers on how to play the sati-Stalin campaign frow this
point oan.
Soviet leaders probably bops that authoritative answer to
Togliatti’s and Deanis’' guestions will get both the USSR and
the foreiga Communist parties over this rough hump snd evestuslly
iato 2 waw era--when the world forgets about Stalin's iniguities
and sees Noscow as ths seat of = "humane” and "liberal” form of
Communisw carrying on pothing more sianister than "comradely
sxchanges of informmtion” with mu: parties abroad.
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